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happy auspices the fifteenth centennial anniverslaq; of
the death of this peerless Bishop and Doctor, Christians
the world over are eager to hold his memory in honor
and are preparing to give public proof of their
admiration and devotion. It beseems us all today not
merely to exult that by a miracle, so to speak, was once
united to the Mystical Body of Christ a genius so great
and lofty, that in the judgment of history his superior can
hardly be found anywhere in any age, but rather to steep
and nourish ourselves with his learning and copy the
model of his holy life (no. 1).

Pope PiusXI in this document first studied the rich perspectives ?f the
Roman Pontiffs who had gone before him, in relation to Augustine.
Taking this as a basis for his reflection, he went on to discuss the chief
end of human existence in Augustine, his perspective on the Church,
the Trinity and divine grace.

The Roman Pontiffs on Augustine
A cursory glance at the historical development for the Church reveals
that the praise of Augustine has never ceased to be proclaimed in the
Church of God, even by the Roman Pontiffs. When Augustine was still
alive Pope Innocent I greeted him as a beloved friend and extolled the
letter which he had received from the Saint and from four Bishops, his
friends: "A letter instinct with faith and staunch with all the vigor of
the Catholic religion." Shortly after the death of Augustine, Celestine
[ defends him against his opponents in the following noble words:
We have ever deemed Augustine a man to be
remembered for his sanctity, because of his life and

1 | o )
Anocent to Aurelius, Alypius, Augustine, Evodius, and Possidius Bishops: epist. 183, n. 1, among the

- , Augustinian letters.
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services in our communion, nor has rumor at any time
darkened his name with the suspicion of evil. So great
was his knowledge, as we recall, that he was always
reckoned by my predecessors also among our foremost
teachers. All alike, therefore, thought highly of him as a
man held in affection and honor by all2

Gelasius 1 hailed Jerome and Augustine as "luminaries among
ecclesiastical teachers."> Hormisdas wrote in answer to Bishop
possessor's request for direction; these weighty words: "What the
Roman, that is, the Catholic Church follows and maintains touching
free will and the grace of God, can be learned from the different works
of blessed Augustine, those especially which he addressed to Hilary
and Prosper, though the formal chapters are contained in the
ecclesiastical records."* A like testimony was uttered by John II, when
in refutation of heretics he appealed to the works of Augustine:
"Whose teaching,” he said, "according to the enactments of my
predecessors, the Roman Church follows and maintains.™

Saint Gregory, thinking as highly of Augustine as he thought humbly
of himself, wrote to Innocentius, Prefect of Africa: "If you wish to feast
on choice food, read the works of blessed Augustine, your fellow
countryman. His writings are as fine wheat. Seek not for our bran."¢ It
is well known that Adrian [ was in the habit of quoting passages, from
Augustine, whom he styled "an eminent doctor."” Again, Clement VIII,
to throw light on the obscure features of abstruse debates, and Pius
VI, in his Apostolic Constitution "Auctorem fidei," to unmask the

the rest of the Bishops of
Gaul: epist. 21,¢.2,n. 3.
3 Gelasius to all the Bishops of Picenum (circa finern).
4 Hormisdas, epist. 70, to Bishop Possessor.

5 John II, epist, olim 3, to certain Senators.

5 6 Registrum epistolarum, lib. X, epfst. 37, to Innocentius, prefect of Africa.
Hadrian 1, epist. 83, to the Bishops throughout Spain. cf. Letter to King Charles on images, passim.
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